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2010 TRANSPLANT GAME S

At the October 3rd meeting of
the Arkansas Donor Family
Council, the 2010 Transplant
Games were number one on
the agenda.

Transplant recipients from all
over the nation will compete in
Olympic-style games that will
celebrate the gift of life and the
gift of giving life. These ath-
letes will be cheered on by
friedd§, Qa?nily"‘a?\d" those that
gave the gift of lifed donor
families. For more informa-
tion please visit the website:
www.transplantgames.org

We are asking for your help.

We need sponsors and we need
people who are willing to par-
ticipate in helping us with
preparations and fund raising
activities. It takes a lot of time
and effort as well as money to

DONATE LIFE ARKANSAS T

ARORA and the council are
selling DONATE LIFE Ar-

kansas T-shirts

The shirts are available in Blue
or Green in Adult sizes S, M,
L, XL, and XXL

Youth sizes S, M and L

The profit from the shirts will

Arkanzas Donor Family Council

sendTeam Arkansasto the EY
games that will be held in \{\\ON F O,
Madison, W1 July 30 through Vy 1
August 4, 2010. < < @)

O Z
ARORA and the councilare | _ —
teamed up and working hard tc <C g

put together the besTeam
Arkansasever.

U5 TRANSPLANT
GANIES

sponsoreaby Y NOVARTIS

Our team is comprised of do-
nor families who wish to attend
the games and recipient ath-
letes who will compete in the
Olympic style games.

Letters and response cards will
soon be sent to donor families
and recipients.

We need your participation.
Please send in your cards and
help us out.

-SHIRTS

help pay the expenses foream
Arkansasto attend the 2010
Transplant Games.

Order yours today!

Please go out and sell these to
all your friends and neighbors
AT A AOAT O DAl
know! This is a great money
making opportunity for us!

Order forms are on the last page $10.0d each


http://www.transplantgames.org
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HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAY

Hope for the Holidaigsan event that
ARORA sponsors to help us prepare for
the holidays to come. Holidays are al-
ways a difficult time for all of us who
have lost a loved one.

2008 was my first time to attend the event
since | had lost my husband in March. |
had no idea what to expect nor what |
would get out of it but decided to go and
see. When | walked in and saw all the
other families there that had lost their
mother, father, aunt or uncle, husband or
wife, sister or brother, daughter or son, |
realized that | shared a special bond with
them. We were all dealing with the most
tragic times of our lives and just trying to
survive.

0 Come

ARKANSAS DONOR MEDAL

ARORA has a brand new donor medal
for Arkansas donor families. Previously,
ARORA presented donor families with a
nationally used medal but wanted one
that was specific to Arkansas. ARORA
enlisted the help of Tissue Procurement
Coordinator, Cody Fulmer.

Cody, a volunteer firefighter for Green-
briar, AR, had design
departmental logo, so he was asked to

S

The room was lovely, the tree with all the
special ornaments was beautiful and it
was as though everyone there wrapped

me in a great big hug an
in, we |l ove you and wedl
through this. 6

For those of you who have been before,
you are more than welcome to attend
again.

For those of you who have recently lost a
|l oved one, please
gret it... | promise you.

RSVP to (Natalie Mills - 501-907-9138 or
nmills@ARORA.org) or to (Judy Buie -
501-901-9125 or jbuie@ARORA.org)

on | W e

hearts on the branches, which lovingly
represent Arkansas donors. The green
ribbon, representing donation, fittingly
anchors the tree roots. The response to

the new medal has been extremely posi-
tive.

Cody has been procuring bone and tissue

for transplant for the past three years and
pridr totjonig ARORAewassatswrdical o n 0 s
technologist for Conway Regional Hospi-

attend¥y
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Hope for the Holidays Tree

Saturday, November 14, 2009 from
11:3Gi 1:30 @ Next Level Events
Little Rock

| ove you

Thank you Cody for a beautiful design!

and

design Arkansasd own dahor me@8!l happily mar: w o
Cody designed the 0t r peautifalthildren.f e6 wi t h
Copyright © 2009 ARORA
O TREE OF LI FHEGSARRBRRCELET
) A few months ago | was shop-  The earrings are silver with Each piece sells for $28.00.
S "j: & ping with a donor mom in the the 0Tree of Lifedo and hearts
E e shopping center across Uni- stemming from the branches. “g’
! 12 %ﬁé versity from Park Plaza Mall. Engraved on the | P P I e
o/ E Ve We went into the Brighton of Lifeo. s e
~0" o/ @5 store and | began a conversa- 4 )’
=02 ; i J | bought the earrings immedi- : ]
S tion with a saleslady about ght the earrings imme } /;
organ donation. She said, ately and wear them all the % V4
. dHave you seen dM& Alspagiablejsa S
Tree of Life Life earrings akRfadedaiPgacepet =
Earrings and Bracelet please show thefftdihe&y pendant. HIS

www.brighton.com
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ARKANSAS DONOR MEMOR

At the previous council meeting several of
us talked about a memorial to our donors
for Arkansas. None of us knew what
design we wanted, where to put it or how
much it would cost. It was obvious that
unt il we knew those
get very far.

| decided one day just to call a sculptor in
Hot Springs and ask him if he could make
a bronze 0Tree of
the tree would represent each donor and
would be in the shape of a heart. Each
heart would be
information. To my surprise he said it
was definitely possible and he prepared a
written proposal for the design.

| spoke with the director of Garvan
Woodland Gardens, the University of
Arkansas® Botanical
if placing a memorial on their grounds
was possible. He said he knew of nothing
that would prevent it but that it would
need to be approved by the University

and the gardends

At the October 3rd meeting | presented

O0Our goal

Li f @aftie minsT h

e ngr aviewlll take atgieat de&l ef mdneyrandr & s

desi

IAL

the proposal for the Tree of Life. The
council liked it but wanted to explore
other locations. Also, Suzanne Mallory
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who works for ARORA has also been
pursuing another idea at UAMS. The

a cosnuileecided ivleest  bawd accominit-
tee that would work on the project and
report back to the council on their pro- >
gress. The committee members are Linda NG

Weadock, Alice Price, Judy Buie and
| eaves of o ¢

Whatever the decision for the memorial,

time. We will need all our donor families
to help us raise the money for it.

Our goal is to create a memorial that will
stand the test of time and forever honor
our loved ones.

Gar dens, and asked
With each issue of t

keep you updated on the progress the
committee is making. A project of this
size will take a long time to complete.

W&u a?e%f@@gterd i Beﬁ“ng involved,

please let us know.

he

IS to create

news

Tree of Life
Concept Drawing

a memor i

NEW COUNCIL PHONE NU MBER

8663458889

The council now has a new
toll-free number 866345
8889.

To reach the officers of the
council you
the name directory and then
key in the first two letters of
their last name or the first two
letters of their position, fol-
lowed by #.

can

The officers are:

OLO#6 or -Cha@yrH# 6
man, Greg Loomis

operEé#s O 1 o ¢SSR,

Linda Weadock

06TU#
Paul Turner

0 1Tredstret,

If the officers are not avail-

able, please leave a voiemail
message and your call will be
returned as soon as possible.
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RECIPIENT i JACK CHESSER

In 2003 | became ill with a heart condi-
tion known as cardiomyopathy and was
very ill for three years. This condition is

a weakening of the heart causing poor
blood flow that eventually brings on con-
gestive heart failure. After seeing several
doctors in 2006, it became evident that |
needed a heart transplant.

I was on the transplant waiting list for

only about a month when | received the
great news that a heart was available for
me. Under the care of Dr. Steve Hut-
chins and the great people at Baptist Hos-
pital in Little Rock | received my new
heart on October 11, 2006.

ltds been over three
couldndt be better.
nate not to have any problems with rejec-

tion and my life has been changed for- saving someoneds
ever. | have a great new outlook on life
and all it has to offer. | dm so grateful

my new life that | do a great deal of vol-
unteer work for ARORA and serve on the
Arkansas Donor Family Council.

In 2008 | participated as an athlete at the
Transplant Games in Pittsburgh. | plan
to also participate in the 2010 Transplant
Games next summer in Madison, WI.

| have been in touch with my donor fam-
ily through letters and words cannot be-
gin to express how grateful | am for their
precious gift. | want to extend my thanks
to all the donor families who have also so
generously given the gift of life. | also
thank all my friends and family and eve-
ryone at Baptist Hospital for their sup-
poe.ar s now and

nor...someday you may be responsible for

things
I efc¥uPageeeR/bhe t¥ Befa ¥rgah Gof t U -

i fe.

for
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Jack Chesser

olo spare oneself from grief at all cost can be achieved only at the price of tota

abi |

ty

DONOR i ABBY LUCIA SORROWS

"It is not how long the flower blooms, but knew her. There was something so special

how beautifully."

Our Abby was a beautiful, sweet, kind,
and gentle little girl, an angel in our
midst. She loved her family, friends,
teachers, and animals, especially horses.
Most of all Abby loved her daddy. He
was her hero and he could do no wrong!
She wanted to be a jockey just like her
daddy. Going to the racetrack with him
was her favorite time. Gently petting
every horse she saw was a must and they
were drawn to her gentle presence.

Hugs were her specialty. Her sweet gen-
tle presence and shy little ways will al-
ways warm our hearts.

Abby had eyes not of a 6 year old little

girl but of a kindred spirit. Her eyes twin-
kled with mischief and secret knowledge.
They were patient, kind eyes, like those of
angels. Her heart was has big as the
world and was felt by everyone who

about Abby that radiated from within.

Abby always put others first. She would
never get anything for herself without
getting something for Keely, her sister
and Austin, her "bubby". She'd often give
away her most loved things to her special
friends. They all had little "treasure
troves" of stuff Abby had given them.

On August 12, 2006 Abby died instantly
in an ATV accident. We try not to re-
member much of that tragic day, but of
the generosity and love of our Abby. On
that day "something" kept tugging at my
inner soul asking to give a last gift for
Abby. It was a feeling that one can never
describe, a voice from within. Ironically,
Abby was able to donate her corneas of
"those" eyes and valves of a loving heart.

A card we received from Abby's teacher
simply said, "For everything that passes,
something beautiful remains"

t O Erié Mo I |

ence happ

Abby Lucia Sorrows
August 26, 1998ugust 12, 2006



